Pulmonary nurse specialists: preparation for the advanced practice role.
A survey was done to determine the factors that influence nurses' decisions to prepare as specialists in pulmonary nursing. A questionnaire that included items concerned with biographic variables and perceptions toward pulmonary nursing was distributed on selected adult units of two medical centers and one community hospital in south central Connecticut. Data were collected from 113 medical-surgical nurses. Subjects were primarily women (96.5%) and in the 20-30 age range (mean = 30, SD = 7.06, median = 27.6). On the average, subjects had been employed for 7.5 years (7.03, median = 5.37). Thirty percent of the sample expressed a desire to work with pulmonary patients. This group had a positive score on the semantic differential (p = 0.0001). Nurses (N = 11) who had worked with a pulmonary clinical specialist rated their impression of caring for pulmonary patients more positively than those who had not (p = 0.044). Although only 13 subjects expressed an interest in preparing as a pulmonary nurse specialist, they had a positive score on the semantic differential (p = 0.0001). Limitations, recommendations for further study, and implications for nursing and nursing education are addressed.